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now and then I exchanged official visits with Stolypin, but
as time went on the intervals between the visits grew longer.
The main cause of Stolypin's animosity toward me was the
fact that in my speeches in the Imperial Council I did not
hesitate to attack him when the occasion called for it It
should be noted that my word had always carried weight in
the Council. A serious conflict occurred between us in con-
nection with the problem of a Naval General Staff. I suc-
ceeded in showing that, to please the Duma majority,
Stolypin intended to limit the Emperor's prerogatives, in
contravention of the fundamental laws of the land. As a
result, His Majesty refused to sanction Stolypin's bill, which
had been approved by both the Duma and the Imperial
Council A second time we came to a grave clash over the
problem of introducing the Zemstvo institutions in the
Western provinces.
The outcome of this conflict was that Stolypin tendered
his resignation. His Majesty refused to accept it, for he
believed that Stolypin had put an end to the revolution and
that his withdrawal would spell disaster for the regime.
What methods Stolypin used to convince the world that he
had pacified the country may be seen from the following two
incidents.
Shortly after his attempt to resign, a district attorney
was assassinated on board a train. The crime was ob-
viously a terroristic revolutionary act, but the investigation
was conducted so as to present it as a plain murder com-
mitted with the intention of robbing. Finally, a man was
arrested who declared that he had done the deed, acting
under orders of the revolutionary committee. The man
was put in jail at Sebastopol. Then the guards intimated
to the prisoner that he would be allowed to escape, but
when he made an attempt to flee the sentinels shot him
dead, thus destroying the only proof that the crime was of a
political nature.